EXPECTATION
sador in Paris in order the better to whisper into France's ear. With Caillaux, the coward and Germanophile, there is nothing to be done. But after him comes Poincare"; lukewarm M. Louis has to leave Petersburg; every post is filled with friends of the Tsar; Poincare goes to the Elyse*e, his influence, instead of sinking, rises steadily; he captivates the Tsar in Paris, and when Isvolski shows him his latest work, the Serbo-Bulgarian secret treaty ajjainst the Turks, PoinSare" cries out, before he has read it to the end: "That is the instrument of war!" Then he says to the Russian: "If the conflict entails armed intervention by Germany . . . we shall not hesitate one minute to fulfil our obligations towards Russia." He insists, it is true, that Germany must first have taken the offensive.
Since Agadir, and again since the conversations between the two allies, France's slumbering thoughts of revanche had awakened; the visit of the English King had put the finishing touch. Those who were working for war were still only a few dozen or a few hundred men—here as in every corner of Europe—but their voices were loud, their positions powerful, the baits which they offered were tempting. So the Russian Count Benckendorff wrote to Petersburg in February 1913: "When I sum up Camion's interviews with me, bur conversations together, and Poincare s attitude, I have a feeling which amounts to conviction that of all the Powers, France is the only one which—/ will not say wishes for war, but would see it come without much regret" Poincar^ dined with the German Ambassador, the first President to do ? so since 1870, but his resentful heart beat so loud under the purple band that even Freiherr von Schon heard it. He ,was only an official, and 'they dared speak openly with him. Barthou said to him flatly: "Give us back Alsace and Lorraine, and we shall be the best friends in the world!" That yeat they reckon^ on war; General Michel, the Governor of Paris, askel in the budgetary commission for extraordinary provisions of flour for the
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